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Kerry’s ethnic minorities

an untapped business pool

BY MARY MURPHY

KERRY'S captains of indus-
try have been told they
should make greater use of
the talented pool of foreign
nationals workers now
available for work in the
county.

Ethnic minorities in
Kerry and across the coun-
try have been described this
week as “an untapped pool
of entrepreneurial ability”
which deserve more sup-
port.

The Small Firms Associa-
tion has called on the gov-
ernment to commit main-
stream funding from the
beginning of 2008 to pro-
vide targeted training sup-
ports to ethnic minority
entrepreneurs.

The SFA has also criti-
cised excessive regulatory
barriers which exist to non-
nationals starting a business

“Non-nationals  now
make up over 10 per cent of
our population and our
workforce and cleatly rep-
resent an untapped pool of
entrepreneurial talent in
Ireland,” said SFA director
Patricia Callan.

“Most of these are in the
24 to 44 years age bracket,
which is the age at which
most people set up in busi-

ness.

“Itis clear that in moving
from their native countries,
they have already demon-
strated their entrepreneur-
ial qualities, a readiness to
step out of a familiar envi-
ronment and into a new
culture and system,” she
said.

“We know from our own
history, how entrepreneur-
ial Irish people were when
they moved abroad,” Ms
Callan added.

Apilot programme called
Emerge, funded by the EU
and the Department of
Enterprise, Trade and
Employment, has been set
up to promote ethnic
minority entrépreneurship
inIreland and the

“What is now required is
a commitment by govern-
ment to commit to provid-
ing mainstream funding
from the beginning of 2008,
toroll-out the training mod-
ules and best practice to
potential ethnic minority
entrepreneurs in all parts of
the country,” the SFA offi-
cial explained.

Ms Callan also called on
Kerry’s TDs to lobby the
government o review the
regulations governing non-
nationals in setting up a
business in Ireland and in

particular the need for
business permission which
she described as highly
restrictive.

Currently, any foreign
national wishing to estab-
lish a business in Ireland
must seek advance permis-
sion from the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law
Reform to do so. Any indi-
vidual pursuing this option
must, among other require-
ments, transfer capital of
€300,000 to the sate. .

“These ethnic communi-
ties have come here to make
a better life and many wish
to -be self-employed and
self-sufficient. Itbehoves all
involved in enterprise
development and promo-
tion in Ireland to encourage
and assist them in achieving
this goal,” Ms Callan
stressed

Patricia Callan: call.



